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West Africa

The British Colonies and Protectorates in Africa, even
excluding the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, comprise in aiea over
80 per cent of the Colonial Empiie as a whole. Extent of
territory is not the sole measure of political or economic
importance, yet Britain's African territories undoubtedly
form a very important part of her Colonial Empire, and
from the economic point of view (and therefore socially and
politically) are still capable of considerable development.
It is no part of the purpose of this book to describe the
African continent as a whole. Much has been written on
that vast subject elsewhere, and the main sources of infor-
mation are indicated in the Bibliography, as well as the prin-
cipal works on individual British territories or territorial
groups,but no student of Britain or indeed of Europe in Africa
can afford to neglect Lord Hailey's great African Survey,
which is likely to form the basis of all future development in
that continent south of the Sahara.
Africa, it should be remembered, covers between one-
fifth and one-sixth of the land surface of the globe, and the
greatest Colonial Power in that continent is Britain, or
rather the British Empire, which accounts altogether (if we
include the Sudan) for nearly a third of the total of about
12,000,000 square miles, and on the same basis for con-
siderably more than a third of the total population, the
highest estimate of which is 163 millions. France comes